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To Whom It May Concern:
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On behalf of The Walden Woods Project, | wish to express our nonprofit

organization’s enthusiastic support for the proposed trail connecting the Thoreau
Farm (the birthplace of Henry David Thoreau) with the Battle Road Trail of
l Minuteman National Historical Park (MMNHP). J
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| We view the completion of this path as one of the most important trail projects in

~ this historic region. It will not only link two iconic locations, but will connect two
- consequential periods of American history through a meaningful and immersive
place-based experience in the heart of a beautiful, natural surrounding.

' During the past few years of COVID, we have come to better understand the
i importance of the natural world and ocutdoor experiences to our physical and

| mental wellbeing. Trail use and visitation to national and state parks and to other
| public lands is at an unprecedented level. This speaks to the need to create more

: opportunities for people to get outdoors and reconnect with nature. This proposed
 connector trail does just that!

| While the proposed trail is short in length -- less than one mile - it will provide us

' with the rare opportunity to journey through a century of United States history,
 from the beginning of the American Revolution in 1775 to the birth of Thoreau and
- the subsequent Transcendental movement of the 19" century.

' The trail will also connect to extensive, existing trail systems in MMNHP and the
Town of Concord, offering visitors the chance to further explore the region’s vast

' natural and historic resources. It will be an important addition to MMNHP and will
offer park visitors an opportunity to walk over to the nearby Thoreau birthplace

Ehouse, thereby enhancing the visitor experience at one of our most beloved
| national historic parks.

!The trail project involves a strong public private partnership, which is key to its
'success, both functionally and financially. It enjoys strong support from a variety of
'NGOs and other stakeholders. As an organization whose mission revolves around

Ipreservmg the land and legacy of Henry David Thoreau, The Walden Woods Project
ilS eager to see this trail completed.

-

1S|ncqrely,
:fL" 2 L

: !
J *,
AN LU Ay A rean

%

;Kathi Anderson, Executive Director
The Walden Woods Project
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