TOWN OF CONCORD
Office of the Select Board

Town House
P.0O. Box 535 TEL: 978-318-3001

FAX: 978-318-3002
Concord, Massachusetts 01742

September 27, 2022

Rebecca Migdal
Executive Director
Thoreau Farm Trust, Inc.
341 Virginia Road

Re: Select Board Letter of Support for the Two Revolutions Footpath

Dear Ms. Migdal,

The Select Board of the Town of Concord reiterates its general support for the construction of
the Two Revolutions Footpath, a new trail to be constructed between the Minute Man National
Historic Park and the Thoreau Farm. Since we last wrote to you in June 2021, the trail’s
proponents have made significant progress in realizing the vision for this 0.8 mile connection
between these two important Concord historic sites across a beautiful natural landscape.

The Two Revolutions Footpath aligns with the Envision Concord Long Range Plan goals of
increasing physical and social connectivity, fostering better collaboration among cultural
organizations and historical groups, and enhancing the connections and access to bike paths
and walking trails between open spaces and the village centers.

Since it was first proposed over 10 years ago, members of the Thoreau Farm Trust have
worked with Mass Audubon, the Town, and the National Historic Park to refine the trail's
concept, determine its route, and estimate its cost. The Phase 2 Report (prepared by Bill
Giezentanner, consultant to Mass Audubon in March 2021) captures the details of these efforts.

Volunteers from the Town’s Trails Committee have cleared the initial stretch of the trail from
Virginia Road, but many steps remain to achieve the trail's completion. The plan calls for a 270-
foot long raised boardwalk across the ElIm Brook wetlands. Significant public and private funding
will be required to pay for its construction, and both the Natural Resources Commission and the
MA WPA Corps of Engineers may need to approve the design. The MMNHP will also need to
prioritize this project among many planned over the next few years. As a next step, the Town,
the Thoreau Farm Trust, and the MMNHP should establish a General Agreement regarding the
trail this year, followed by a Philanthropic Support Agreement.

The Concord Select Board applauds the efforts of everyone who'’s brought the trail proposal this
far, and we encourage the key stakeholders to collaborate in its realization. We look forward to
walking this path between the two most prominent eras in Concord’s history.

Sincerely,

P

Matthey/ Johnson, Chair
Concort] Select Board

Cc: Natural Resources Commission
Kerry Lafleur, Town Manager



